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1. Background 6. Bare Superlative: Syntax & Semantics
» Superlatives such as in (1) are well known to be ambiguous between two readings [1]: (/) bare superlative LF: sDP
(1) Mary climbed the highest mountain stP
a. e.g. Mary climbed the highest mountain in Africa (Absolute) . idet]
b. e.g. Mary climbed the highest mountain among her friends (Relative) 9 WD
= Absolute: the comparison is among contextually relevant mountains Uniqueness presupposition = {Z(:Fﬂ
= Relative: the comparison is among contextually relevant people Sum Ad P
eg /\
» The literature is divided on the role of definiteness marking (2, 3, 4, 5] [udét] T F
2. Focus: Superlatives in Palestinian Arabic o~ /\ T
~d y F NP
» PA disambiguates the two readings via distinct syntactic structures and unex- ya:li N
pected definiteness marking: expensive baskalet
bike’
(2) a. Bare/optional definite superlative » Definite and Determinate: sDP = jota and wDP = uniqueness presupposition
jasmin farat (el)-ayla baskalet » DegP ur_wdergoes internal QR; ER combines with SUP tf/wat hias a udefl/, 6]
Yasmine bought (the)-expensive.ER bike (8) a. [er] = Az AGA.MAX(Ad.G(d)(b)) > MAX(A\d'.G(d')(z))
(of all relevant bikes at the store) Yasmine bought the most expensive bike. b, [sup] = ARe get, et AA AT NVyly # 2 — R(y)(A) ()]
b, Polydefinite superlative C. :DegP]]. =AMz Vyly #x - MAX(Ad.G(d)(x)) > Ma:z:()\d’:G(d’)(y))
jasmin [arat el-baskalet el-ayla [sDP] = wz. |0]|bike(z) & picost(z) > d'| < 1] & Vyly # v = MAX(AD'. bike(z) & peost(z) > d') >
Yasmine bought the-bike  the-expensive.ER MAX(A". bike(y) & prcost(y) > d”)]
(Of all the relevant people) Yasmine bought the most expensive bike! 7. Polydefinite Superlative: Syntax & Semantics
» Baseline: Definiteness marking in Positive (non-comparative) DPs (9)  polydefinite superlative LF :
TP
(3) a. jasmin farat el-baskalet el-ya:li T
. . : DP, VP,
Yasmine bought the-bike  the-expensive A~
Yasmine bought the expensive bike’ Polydefinite Pos. jasmin . e
1 €8
b. jasmin [arat baskalet ya:li A DegAPP
. . : V wDP
(Yasm;ne bought bike .expe.n51)ve N ot /\
Yasmine bought an expensive bike. Bare positive bought - proi.
» Morphological definiteness does not predict semantic definiteness: the bare superlative niqueness presupposition [idezldeﬂ N
is semantically definite & determinate despite optional definiteness marking, while the NP j AR+ protorm
: : . : : . Num ‘FP
polydefinite superlative is indeterminate despite polydefiniteness N /\
» Definiteness = unigueness presupposition (wDP); determinacy = referentiality (sDP) [5] udef: def] o =
el-bask.ale)t /
3. Main Proposal e S A F
ya:ll P
. . ‘ . . . ‘expensive’ | N
1. The DP in the bare superlative Is definite and determinate; the structure is of a bona [udef: def]
fide superlative composed of SUP + ER e!t'ﬁjsb‘ji';t
2. The DP within the polydefinite superlative is definite and indeterminate, and the » Definite and Indeterminate DP: wDP = uniqueness presupposition and an 3x is applied for
structure is of a comparative with an anaphoric pro standard indeterminacy | |
» [he standard argument of er is an anaphoric pro
4. Definiteness and Determinacy 1. Tproig= gli):

. . . L , , _ 2. e.g.in context 1: {Ahmad @ Lina @ Mariam
» Diagnostic: determinate DPs are infelicitous in existentials | 1] 5 { D ;

3. e.g. in Context 2= {All @ Amir @ Haneen}

Superlatives: Positives: . . .
[TP] = MAX(Ad. dz|bought(], z) & |0||bike(z) & pcost(z) = d| < 1] & bike(z) & pcost(2) > d)

(4)  a. #a:dam Sind-a (el)-adka oxot (°) 2 aidam find-a oxot > MAX(Ad'. Jylbought(g(i), y) & bike(y) & picost(y) = d')

Adam at-him smart.ER sister Adafl.l at-him sister.3SGF 8. Conclusions

‘Adam has the smartest sister’ dakiia

. ardam Sind-a el-oxot smart.3SGF | Structure Reading Projection
- a.damain .-a € 'OX.() ‘Adam has a smart sister’  (Bare)

Alc.aglkat-hlm the-sister o zardam Sindoa el-oxot bare superlative superlative absolute referential sDP

el-adka . #a: _ -

the-smart.ER Adam at-him the-sister.3SGF polydefinite superlative  comparative relative non-referential wDP

‘Adam has the smartest sister’ el-dakiia

the-smart.3SGF Table 1. Morphosyntax and semantics of PA superlatives

Adam has th t sister’ (Polydef. ' i i
am has the smart sister’ (Polydef.) 9. Theoretical Implications

5. The Superlative-Comparative Split

» Morphological definiteness # semantic definiteness: the locus of determinacy is the sDP layer,

» Two diagnostics distinguish superlatives from comparatives [2, 6]: not morphological el-
(6 Stan.dard.clause: , » The absolute/relative split is structural and not a matter of a context-dependency resolution
a. *jasmin [arat (el)-ayla baskalet men ma [ara  el-baki
Yasmine bought the-expensive.ER bike from coMP bought the-others Acknowledgements
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